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        November 29, 2017 

        

Dear County Executive Schuh and Members of the Anne Arundel County Council, 

 

On November 17, 2017, 14 organizations including AHB asked you to take immediate action to update the 

county’s laws and standards for solar energy facilities. We hope that the following information will be helpful to 

you as you evaluate that request. It addresses four key concerns: 

 

Anne Arundel’s solar regulations do not reflect best practices. Our solar laws and 2010 Inspection Manual were 

adopted before the county had experience with ground-based systems. Since then, over 400 megawatts (MW) of 

utility-scale solar capacity have been built or proposed in Maryland, leading the Department of Natural Resources 

and numerous localities to update their zoning and performance standards (see Attachment A; details provided in 

Attachments E and F). Their experience shows that we can and should revise our standards to require: 

· Robust and diverse vegetative buffers to protect viewscapes,  

· Ground covers comprised of native and pollinating plants, and  

· Monetary guarantees and rules ensuring that resources will be sufficient to decommission the site when it 

stops producing electricity. 

 

Best practices should apply to pending projects. At least six projects have applied for permits to build solar 

arrays in Anne Arundel County. Taken together, they would have the capacity to produce about 12 MW of 

electricity, and could cover nearly 100 acres (see map in Attachment B). Applying state-of-the-art standards to 

that acreage will allow Anne Arundel to produce clean energy while preserving the ecological integrity of the land 

and minimizing the visual and fiscal impacts of development. 

 

Getting it right is a county responsibility. In Maryland, the regulation of electric power plants depends on size. 

Plants that produce more than two MW are regulated by the state; smaller projects by the county. Five of the six 

pending projects are “community solar facilities” falling under the county’s purview (see Attachment C). 

Although the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) is regulating the sixth facility (a three MW plant co-

located with a smaller one), the PSC will factor the county’s standards and policies into its decision. 

 

Energy development is a county-wide issue. In the past, northern Anne Arundel bore the brunt of the water and 

air pollution from power plants like Brandon Shores and H.A. Wagner (see attachment D). Going forward, 

residents and businesses have the opportunity to develop pollution-free roof-top and ground-based solar systems 

throughout the county. And—as shown by the county’s collaboration on a 12 megawatt solar project on a landfill 

in Annapolis— local governments can play a role in maximizing the use of brownfields for solar arrays. Everyone 

has a stake in the policies that will shape our energy future. 

 

Thanks for taking the time to consider our views. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

Birgit Sharp  

Advocates for Herring Bay (AHB) 

 

Cc: Members of Anne Arundel’s Agriculture, Farming, and Agritourism Commission 
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Attachment A:  Overview of performance standards for solar arrays 
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Attachment B:  Map of pending solar applications in Anne Arundel as of August, 2017 
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Attachment C:  Applications accepted by BGE in 2017 under �³�&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���6�R�O�D�U���3�L�O�R�W���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�´  
                           As Authorized by Maryland law HB 1087 (2015) 

   Anne Arundel projects highlighted in red  
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Attachment D:  Electric power plants in Maryland  
 

 
 

 

New Power Source in Maryland’s Electricity Mix 
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Attachment E:  Selected Maryla nd Counties:  Requirements for screening and ground covers 
                         Page 1 of 3 
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Attachment F:  Selected Maryland Counties:  Requirements for decommissioning 
                          Page 1 of 6 

 
 

 

 

 












