Avocates i

Dear County Executive Schuh and Members of the Anne Arundel County Council,

November 29, 2017

On November 17, 2017, 14 organizations including AHB asked you to take immediate action to update the
county’s laws and standards for solar energy facilities. We hope that the following information will be helpful to
you as you evaluate that request. It addresses four key concerns:

Anne Arundel’s solar regulations do not reflect best practices. Our solar laws and 2010 Inspection Manual were
adopted before the county had experience with ground-based systems. Since then, over 400 megawatts (MW) of
utility-scale solar capacity have been built or proposed in Maryland, leading the Department of Natural Resources
and numerous localities to update their zoning and performance standards (see Attachment A; details provided in
Attachments E and F). Their experience shows that we can and should revise our standards to require:

Robust and diverse vegetative buffers to protect viewscapes,

Ground covers comprised of native and pollinating plants, and

Monetary guarantees and rules ensuring that resources will be sufficient to decommission the site when it

stops producing electricity.

Best practices should apply to pending projects. At least six projects have applied for permits to build solar
arrays in Anne Arundel County. Taken together, they would have the capacity to produce about 12 MW of
electricity, and could cover nearly 100 acres (see map in Attachment B). Applying state-of-the-art standards to
that acreage will allow Anne Arundel to produce clean energy while preserving the ecological integrity of the land
and minimizing the visual and fiscal impacts of development.

Getting it right is a county responsibility. In Maryland, the regulation of electric power plants depends on size.
Plants that produce more than two MW are regulated by the state; smaller projects by the county. Five of the six
pending projects are “community solar facilities” falling under the county’s purview (see Attachment C).
Although the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) is regulating the sixth facility (a three MW plant co-
located with a smaller one), the PSC will factor the county’s standards and policies into its decision.

Energy development is a county-wide issue. In the past, northern Anne Arundel bore the brunt of the water and
air pollution from power plants like Brandon Shores and H.A. Wagner (see attachment D). Going forward,
residents and businesses have the opportunity to develop pollution-free roof-top and ground-based solar systems
throughout the county. And—as shown by the county’s collaboration on a 12 megawatt solar project on a landfill
in Annapolis— local governments can play a role in maximizing the use of brownfields for solar arrays. Everyone
has a stake in the policies that will shape our energy future.

Thanks for taking the time to consider our views. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Birgit Sharp
Advocates for Herring Bay (AHB)

Cc: Members of Anne Arundel’s Agriculture, Farming, and Agritourism Commission
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Attachment A: Overview of performance standards for solar arrays

Solar performance standards:
Lessons learned from other MD counties

3 Top Issues 2013: AA Solar Law | 2017: Examples from recent updates adopted
(Asticle 13-10-141) by Queen Anne, Cambridge, and/or Frederick

Viewscape Must be screened from - 50 or 75 foot buffers

buffers roadways and adjoining - Diversified evergreen trees & shrubs
residential uses, based on - Plan prepared by certified landscape architect
2010 Landscape Manual. - Inspection of vegetation throughout life of the project
Requires 15 ft. buffers. - Performance bonds for maintaining vegetation

Ground Cover “Encouraged” to use low - Require diverse, flowering ground-covers per DNR
maintenance, low growing guidance developed under MD law (SB 1158, 2017)
vegetative surfaces for - Comprised predominantly of native and pollinating plants
stormwater management - Performance bonds and ongoing inspections, per above

Decommissioning ~Owner must remove - Monetary guarantees (e.g., bonds) prior to issuing permits
system when it stops - Recordable covenant to reclaim site per plan
producing electricity. If - Amounts = to 125+% of est. costs, with periodic updates
owner fails to do so, - Cost estimates prepared by independent experts
county will remove it at - Decommissioning plan updated every 5 years
owner's expense. Assumed - Shorter trigger for decommissioning (e.g., 6 months after
abandoned if no power production stops)
produced for 12 months.

Other Avoid glare, limit access, - Complaints about glare/reflection received within two
lighting, and height, and years must be mitigated to city’s satisfaction
do not adversely affect - Analysis of glare/solar radiation must be prepared by
historic sites independent experts prior to permits
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Attachment B: Map of pending solar gplications in Anne Arundel as of August, 2017
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Attachment C: Applications accepted by BGE in 201tnder 3 & RPPXQLW\ 6RODU 3LORW |
As Authorized by Maryland law HB 1087 (2015)
Anne Arundel projects highlighted in red

BGE Community Solar Pilot Program Application Listing 101617 1:13 PM
S-SmalllBrown/Oth R-Reserved
0O-Open I-In-Sve
L-LMi W-Wait List
Numeric
Text Numeric Date Text Text Numeric Value 3 Decpl Date Value (1.2.3)
PSC BGE Application CSEGS CSEGS (S0L) (MW) | Expected (RIW) Pilot
CSEGS ID Project ID Date Applicant Address Zip _ Category Size ration Status Year
TPE Maryland Solar Land
1) 17A2150140m3869| 4705565 | 813/2017 Holdings, LLC 11956 E Philadelphia Rd 21087 ] 2.000 | 7/31/2018 R 1
2|17A2150690003901] 4705992 8/7/2017 | Alder Energy Systems, LLC |9203 Dogwood Rd 21244 o] 0.900 | 2/27/2018 R 1
Cypress Creek Renewables 7/28/2018
3|17A2150200003873| 4705564 | 8/14/2017 LLC 20450 Middletown Rd 21053 Q 1900 R 1
TPE Maryland Solar Land
a|17a2150140003860] 4708010 | am2r017 Holdings, LLC 5403 Nutwell Sudley Road| 20778 | o | 2.000 |7/3%/2018 R 1
CleanChoice Energy
5|17A2149970003865| 4705567 | 8/22/2017 Community, LLC 501 Bayard Road 20711 o 2.000 | 12/117/2018 R 1
6]17A2150690003901] 4706005 8/23/2017 %%m R 1
CleanChoice Energy 5963 Franklin Gibson
7|17A2149970003865] 4705573 825/2017 Community, LLC Road 20779 [e] 1.329 | 12/18/2018 R i
8|!7A2149660°m&1 4705071 | 872512017 WWW=W R i
I Community Energy Solar,
9|17A2150210003874] 4706013 | 8/28/2017 LLC 790 Bayard Rd 20711 o 2.000 | 6/30/2018 R 1
[CleanChoice Energy
10]17A2149970003865| 4705578 82972017 ¢, jtv. L1C 4913 Sands Rd 20711 L 2.000 | 9M17/2018 R 1
T TTOTCE ETTeTg Y
11]17A2149970003865] 4705581 829/2017 | e 1IC 632 Freeland Rd 21053 L 2.000 | 9M17/2018 R 1
CleanChoice Energy
12|17A2149970003865] 4705577 | 8/29/2017 |community 11C 1139 Monkton Rd 21111 o] 2.000 | 9/17/2018 R 1
Cypress Creek Renewables)|
13|17A2150200003873] 4706022 8/30/2017 LLC 14466 Green Rd 21013 (o] 2.000 | 8/30/2018 w 1
14|17A2148980003856| 4705584 9/1/2017 Forefront Power, LLC  [19735 Graystone Rd 21161 [¢] 0.840 | 6/30/2018 w 1
| Earth and Air Technologies (2117 Old New Windsor
15]17A2150700003900] 4705605 9/6/2017 LLC Pike 21771 L 1.950 | 1/31/2018 R 1
17800 Queen Anne Bridge|
16|17A2150570003894] 4705590 8/30/2017 _|SGC Power LLC Road 20716 [s] 1.584 | 8/30/2018 W
17[17A2148980003856] 4705580 9712017 Forefront Power, LLC  |2316 Ridge Road 21244 L 1.980 | 6/30/2018 R
18[17A2148980003856| 4705607 9/7/12017 Forefront Power, LLC 9155 Old Court Rd 21244 L 1.980 | 6/30/2018 R
I New Source Generation 15700 Hanover Pike
19]17A2150800003903| 4706009 9/6/2017 LLC 155 (o] 0.990 2/1/2018 W 1
20[17C2149380003866| 4705614 | 9/20/2017 Groundswell 4221 Primrose Ave 215 L 0.322_| 12/31/2018 R 1
21]17A2150280003875] 4705600 | 9/22/2017 | ESA Sparks Glenco, LLC [15637 York Road 2 L 1.849 | 8/31/2018 R 1
22|17B2149960003864] 4725902 92612017 Cambridge Flats LLC  |2114 Cambridge Street 2 S 0.00993 | 12/16/2017 R 1
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Attachment D: Electric power plantsin Maryland

Current MD electricity fuel mix
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Attachment E: SelectedMaryla nd Counties: Requirements for screening and groundavers
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